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is on the breakfast table. 1 he tales are quite 
baby tastes of whatever tn _ Holiday becomes milk for babes ; so it i s i n 
charmingly told and Ptppa stimulatjon G f the minds that have been 

truth, but we regret the u ther an d are likely to find plain vimds 

carried from one high festival to an 

insipid to the taste for evermo • R j3i rd ( Ne i son> c,d.). We are heartily 

Jesus, the Carpenter of a. • blishing j esm , the Carpenter of Nazareth 
glad that Messrs. Nels ° " author saV s in his preface, “ this life is written in 

in a sixpenny edition. . tQ avoid theology and sectarianism, that 

short realistic pictures, children, and children in later life may 

mothers of all creeds “ e dwe l, on comm „„ all the churches! 

read it for themsc ves personal contact of the Spirit ; beyond 

" •*« *■ 

these lie tn ,, JVhristianity.” One is not sure whether any presentation 

^ «-“• — °< «» 

relUs U EhJtenlary Botany and Flowering Plants : Their Structure and 
Habitat, bv Charlotte L. Laurie (Allman & Son 2/6 each) We congratulate 
Miss I auric on the production of two capital little hand-books of botany 
as it is taught to-day. The author is careful, not ‘ cocksure,’ aware that in 
the biology of plants “not proven ’’ is the verdict upon many points, and 
therefore the volumes offer pleasant reading as well as examinable matter. 

Longman's British Empire Readers , Nos. I. to VI. (from 8 d.). We like 
the generous temper in which these readers have been prepared. Both as 
regards letterpress, pictures, and cover, they are most inviting ; but do 
publishers and teachers recognise that children brought up on this sort of 
“ Reader,’’ however interesting or otherwise good the selections, are practically 
being brought up upon magazines ? We elders know how soon “ the variety 
and interest ” of magazine literature stales upon us. 

The Life and Voyages of Captain Cook (Newnes, 3/6). We are delighted 
with this charming edition of the life and voyages of Captain James Cook. 
Dr. Kippis wrote while yet a sister of his hero was living, so there is all the 
keenness of contemporary interest in the narrative, and it is good to know that 
this great Englishman, like so many other of our national heroes, “had no 
claim to distinction on account of the lustre of his birth or the distinction of 
his ancestors,’’ being the son of a Northumbrian hind. It is also good to know 
that the government of George III. had so much scientific interest that they 
sent out this famous navigator to Otaheite to observe the transit of Venus. 
His first voyage round the world, his second voyage round the world, his 
voyage to the Pacific and the thousand matters of interest connected with 
all these travels, are delightfully told from the point of view of the con 
temporary. A map of the world, showing the three great voyages, i s a 
great help to the reader. The frontispiece of this charming volume, in t e 
familiar green and gold lambskin, is a really beautiful photogravure of a ve D 
interesting portrait of Captain Cook. 


THE “P.R” LETTER BAG. 

[ The Editor is not responsible for the opinions of Correspondents .] 

THE CONFERENCE 

Dear Editor, — I have inadvertently delayed writing to you this year to 
beg hospitality from your London readers during our coming Conference, 
May 16th 19th. I have received many applications from country members 
who hope to be present, and as the time is now close at hand, I shall be most 
grateful to hear at once from any ladies who will be so kind as to receive 

guests, and thus contribute valuable help towards the success of the 
Conference. 

Yours truly, 

35, Steeles Road Ella Howard Glover (Mrs.). 

Hampstead, London, 1 

April, 1905. 

THE CONFERENCE. 

Dear Editor,— Will you allow me to use your columns to announce to 
members that we intend to hold an exhibition of Nature Note Books 
Botanical Collections, etc., at the time of the Conference, and that we shall' 
gladly welcome contributions from members or their children Exhibits 
should be addressed to me at The Portman Rooms, Baker Street W and 
should reach here, at latest, on May 15th. Exhibitors must label” each 
exhibit with full name and address and in addition to enclosing a list with th, 
collection, should forward a duplicate copy to me at 26, Victoria Street S.w! 

Yours faithfully, 

— F. Noel Armfield. 

READING ALOUD. 

Dear Editor, -I am fain to write you a few lines to tell you how much 
pleasure th e Re Vlew for March has given me ! The examination oJ ' Scat 

w was full of interest, and I am so rejoiced you are making a point of 
reading aloud ! It is such a useful and such a comforting gift and just now 
I am in a state of health especially to prize it. I have the I hope not im- 
p acticai view that reading aloud, if more frequently resorted to in’ families 
ight tend to check the rush and hurry of modern life. Time is thus given* 
and opportunity, for exchanging ideas on what is read and I am sur^ Ims 

s; nr h f t r P t P t of their ch,ldren ’ s characters w the ° bs ~ 

Hotel des Anglais, 

St. Raphael- Valescure. 

THOMAS ELWOOD. 

to^o^ecfa^shVM 1 h °P e y ° a wil1 f° rgive the hberty I am taking in writing 
She states • " r n , m- !? 1S f ° WCn S very lnterestln g paper on Milton, 

who acted from ? ♦ ’ * Elw ° od * a welUmeanin g Quaker admirer 

set him upo? th ^ t0n ’ S amanuensis - ma ^ a remark which 

eminent Friend to Tf 0 ”* - ^ Re S ained ’’ The name of this 

read to Milton ii Q r ? er) S ” a ° d n0t “ MichaeL ” He constantly 

showed him the Mg ?' g0m f. afternoon exce P‘ on F^st Day. Milton 
Sa ' ( l much here ^ ? t Par ^ dlse Lost ‘ and h e said to the poet : " Thou hast 
Found • ? - m T / aradlse Lost - wh at hast thou to say of ‘ Paradise 
rath er hurt me ?L bC ^ 1 Say that the term “ well-meaning ” 

but “ well d7J “ ?, f m ?° maS Ellw °° d waS not only “ well-meaning,** 

• 23rd, ms t0 SUffCr f ° r hiS P rinci P les * . M. R. N. 
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P.N.E.U. NOTES. 


CO-EDUCATION. 


Th „ -mpstion of co-education appears to me one upon which 
Dear Editor, I I , _.i_ Thp author of flip arfi.i. * 

ere is a great c 
e subject in tl 


. ' , t C o q b U e said on both sides. The author of the article on 

there is a great dea , f the parents’ Review assumes that the 

subject in the Apnl number oi^ in school S J£ 


the 


* hal "“ her position is proved. It might increase the emulous sp.r.t which 
s already rather .nischievons in oar schools, but would oppose another 
obstacle to the love of knowledge for its own sake. Also, here are more 
direct mean, of getting young people to be sincerely interested what they 
learn Again the analogy of the family leaves out the most important 
element the stimulating effect of one sex upon another in persons who do 
not belong to the same family, an emotional and not an intellectual stimulus. 
I doubt if America is entirely satisfied with the results of co-education ; 
Miss Frances Willard thought it mischievous. Scotland, too, has tried the 
scheme and found it wanting. And is it just possible that a certain want of 
moral robustness in American public life is due to co-tducation ? It may 
be that the moral fibre of the men has been weakened by continual association 
with women who may have a higher standard of private but a lower standard 
of public morality. Again, they say that American women have every 
charm, but have they hearts ? If they have not, is it perhaps that they 
have lived from childhood upwards in a state of emotional excitement ? 
That boys and girls, young men and women, should be separated for a couple 
of months or so at a time, may be good for them both intellectually and 
morally. There is nothing in the world to prevent the intimacy of picnics, 
boatings, parties, and what not, in the long holidays which occur three times 
a year. Mixed schools may turn out to be an economic necessity, but I 
doubt if they are a counsel of perfection. Scrutator 


P.N.E.U. NOTES. 


Edited by Miss F. Noel Armfield, Sec., 26, Victoria Street , S. W. 

Tel. 479 Victoria. 

To whom all Hon. Local Secs, are requested to send reports of all matters of 
interest connected with their branches, also 6 copies of any prospectuses or 
other papers they may print. 

N.B.— Kindly write on one side of paper only . 


NEW BRANCHES. 

1 he Executive Committee has been approached with a view to starting 
Branches in the following places : — 

Bradford. 

Cardiff.— Names may be sent to Mrs. Hamilton, Blackladies, Dynas Powis. 
unfermline. Mrs. Beveridge, Pitreavie, Dunfermline, would be glad 
to hear from people interested. 

Surbiton. 

Swansea. 

Readers of the Parents' Review living in these districts, or having friends, 
t ere, are asked to communicate with Miss Armfield, 26, Victoria Street, S.W* 


Belgravia.— A n informal meeting was held on April 1st, at 38, Lowndes 
quare (by kind permission of Mrs. Whitbread), to start the Natural History 
ZT- here were about 29 present, and the Club was started with a member- 
rs. Kersey was in the chair, and Miss Hart-Davis, Secretary 


P.N.E.U. NOTES. 
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the Reading Natural History Club, opened the proceeding Sh* T 
much sympathetic insight as to the advantages of svstematic nature st ,^ 
and gave many practical and valuable suggestions. Miss Schenel then l ’ 
on the schedule used at Sesame House followed by Miss R eli P °^ 

emphasized the advantage of studying one plant or one tree tn k Wh ° 

year. Miss Witley laid "emphasis on fhe Xe of coZ^ionZ' 1 ^ ^ 

i y tunateiy the attendance was poor but 

Who were present very much enjoyed the paper 7n r T " 
came at very short notice to take the place of Dr Helen wTn u™ 
prevented by illness from coming. This is the last me V V W ^° WaS 
until the autumn. The meetings of the Rnlte tr i ^ ® °* t ^ le branch 

—b». and trsr 

meetings in connection with the P.N.E.U alone Mrs n,™ r T . ‘ 

the branch Decent, and there were 

M b. anti P.N.E.U. for her papers on - Hygiene." It i, hopid that Dr 
Helen Webb may be able to come in October. 

Bristol.— O n Tuesday, April 4th, at the University College (by kind 
pernussion of the Principal), Dr. Barclay Baron lectured on “ The Influence 
of Certain Habits on the Voice.” The Very Rev. the Dean of Bristol presided. 
Dr. Barclay said no one could over-estimate the importance of a good voice 
to all classes of the community. Perfectly healthy vocal organs were the 
singer s principal stock-in-trade, and one might say this of the actor, barrister 
preacher, orator, and teacher. The value of the making and preserving of 
a good voice to young people of both sexes who were going into these pro- 
fessions was obvious. Amongst the habits of every-day life, about which 
it was important to arrive at a conclusion as regarded the voice, was the 
use of alcohol and tobacco. The use of alcohol and tobacco by young people 
was much to be deprecated. The voice, digestion, and general health alt 
suffered by this habit. The next bad habit the lecturer referred to was that 
of drinking very hot fluids, such as tea, coffee, cocoa, milk, and of late years, 
hot water. The regular taking of these hot liquids would produce huskiness 
of voice, tickling cough, and frequent desire to clear the throat. On the 
discontinuance of this habit the voice would regain its normal quality. 
Children were liable to develop large tonsils if they were allowed to drinlc 
fluids too hot. Singing was an art that must be thoroughly learnt if it was 
to be practised with benefit to the singer, and what was true of singing was 
also true of preaching, reading aloud, and speaking in public, and it was 
impossible to over-estimate the importance of thoroughly sound teaching in 
elocution and voice production. The lecturer then turned to the question 
of dress and urged the importance of leaving the neck free of all light coverings 
and wraps, such as collars, lace, or furs. Lastly, the habit of mouth breathing 
was most prejudicial to the throat and voice. Children ought to re -acquire 
the habit of nose breathing if they should have lost it through catching colds. 
But care should be taken to see that there was no impediment in the nose 
as otherwise it was as impossible for the child to breathe through the nasal 
organ as to draw water from a vessel from which the cork had not been < ^awn. 

Norwich. — On April 10th, an inaugural meeting ei a u . • • 

Lodge, Mrs. Clement Parsons and Miss Armfield both taking part m the 
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Mrs. Russell Colman took the chair in a most helpf ul 


opening of the branch. IV is. u Parsons rea d a paper explaining 

and sympathetic manner he Union w hich was obviously much liked, many 

TesOfving to their appreciation by giving in their names as 
lesuiyi 5 fhp r»ra.rtir.al side of an 


of those present testttyi g . „ described the practical side of an affiliated 

members. Miss. Arm Russell Colman, seconded by Mrs. Parker 

Rwa?deade 0 d% t .iItT local branch should be ^ formed^ The meeting closed 


ladies interested in the Union. 

Club. Mr. Austin, F.L.S., lectured to us on 
“ The Spider. After referring to 


Avith tea given by various 
Reading 


January 17th, taking the ancients, he sketched the life-history 

ofsome'of thfmost common species, showing how in structure and develop- 
ment they differed from insects. By aid of the hme-light apparatus several 
Sdes were thrown on the screen and we were enabled to see from actual 
specimens the wonderful development of jaws, forceps, spinnerets, and 
combing arrangements in these very interesting creatures. Particular species 
were then described, such as water-spiders and their nests, trap-door spiders, 
and the manner in which some kinds carry their eggs about in silken cocoons. 
The methods adopted by various web-spinning species were alluded to and 
■the modes in which they catch their prey. Many of the audience who had 
formed an unfavourable opinion of spiders had their views considerably 
modified, if not altogether changed, when they heard of its cleanliness, bravery, 
-and affection for its young. There was a large attendance. A hearty vote of 
thanks was given to Mr. Austin for his kindness in coming to lecture for us.— 
On Tuesday evening, March 7th, Mr. H. M. Wallis, J.P., for the second time 
this season favoured us with a very interesting lecture, his subject being 
“Birds’ Feet.” Mr. Wallis’ drawings on the blackboard were so life-like, that 
they spoke for themselves. He gave us illustrations of birds with two toes, 
such as the ostrich, those with three, such as the cassowary, and of four, as 
the chaffinch, sparrow, etc. He also drew webbed feet of those birds where 
the webbing is fully developed, as the swan, duck, etc., and also of those 
where through disuse the webbing has become contracted. A hearty vote of 
thanks was given at the close. 

Richmond. — There was a large gathering of members of this branch 
on March 31st, at the Cambourne School, 17, the Green, when Dr. Ralph 
W. Wilson read a practical and interesting paper on “ Diet and Digestion. 
There was a good discussion, in which the ladies took a leading part. The 
author of the paper received a very hearty vote of thanks at the conclusion 
-of a most successful meeting. 

Wakefield and District.— On Feb. 1st, a joint meeting was held with 
the Sanitary Aid Society and the Mothers’ Union, in the hall of the Mechanics’ 
Institution, at which the Mayor of Huddersfield (R. Broadbent, Esq.) g ave 
an address on "How to Grow Children.” He gave a most stirring and 
•earnest appeal for more care of little children, especially in feeding, an 
impressed upon his audience that a large proportion of the lives which are 
lost before the end of the first year would be saved by proper care an 
attention.— A meeting was held at 5, St. John Square, on March 2nd (by t e 
kind invitation of Miss McCroben), when Mr. Lloyd Parry gave an address 
on The Cultivation of the Imagination in Children.” He laid great stre ^ 
on the importance of allowing children to make use of their imagination 
t uir play, and not to check it. Mr. Parry showed some interesting attem 
-at drawing made by quite little children. 


THE 

PARENTS’ REVIEW 

A MONTHLY MAGAZINE 
OF HOME-TRAINING AND CULTURE. 

Education is an atmosphere, a discipline, a life.” 

Vol. XVI. N°‘ ^•] ================:=:=:= fJUN 5^ “ 

“ ALL WORK AND NO PLAY MAKES JACK 

A DULL BOY.” 

By Mrs. Flora Annie Steel. 

That is the proverb of a past generation. Nowadays there 
is little need for it. We are so given over to the fatal habit 
of making for our children a little paradise of their own, 
wherein work is not, and where the lion, so to speak, lies down 
with the lamb. 

Whether we are right in thus creating a child’s atmosphere in 
our nurseries and our schools, whether it is wise to treat child- 
hood as having a status of its own, and not as being a state of 
preparation for that status is another question, but the fact 
remains that while children of all sorts and sizes are taught, 
Heaven knows, enough of learning, we leave to them nowadays 
few responsibilities, and give them no training whatever that 
will help them when they come to stand alone in this work- 
a-day world. 

They are children. Even in our Board Schools their hands 
must be soiled by no labour, their minds must be touched by 
no sordid care for themselves or for others, until they are 
fourteen. Then comes the change ! Then without one ounce 
of preparation, without one scrap of habit, girls and boys alike 
are turned into the cold world. What was vice on their part 
one day, becomes virtue the next. They are left to sink or 
swim as they can. 

Whether, I say, we are right or not in thus setting the hard 
and fast line of age between the work of school and the work of 

VOL. XTI. — NO. g. 


